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Mariam and Gamela pose in front of the garbage picked up during the Neighborhood Clean-Up.
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Sponsor Spotlight


Christ United Methodist Church in Sherrill, NY plays an important role in the life of Utica Eastside Mission.  Pastor Chris Kinnell and two church members, Harry Drake and Ed Smith, sit on the UEM board, and numerous church members regularly volunteer their time.  Christ Church generously supports the organization financially, and even went above and beyond this year, offering to send UEM kids to camp.  Utica Eastside Mission in blessed to partner with churches like Christ Church.  It is though these relationships that we at UEM are able to accomplish our mission.  When asked what UEM meant to him, Pastor Chris Kinnell replied “I really didn't realize the gifts and graces of our congregation until the Utica Eastside Mission called upon us to come over and serve and be served.  The Utica Eastside Mission is our church extended both into the city as well as into the small towns and crossroads all around.  Ministry is learning to serve and be served...the Utica Eastside Mission opens our hearts and minds to what God is doing with people from all walks of  life.” The UEM kids have grown to know and cherish their relationship with Christ Church, and frequently talk about their trip to the outdoor nativity in December.  Thank you, Christ Church!








Neighborhood Clean-Up


On April 30, 2011 Utica Eastside Mission held its first annual Neighborhood Clean-Up.  The Clean-Up, which was held the weekend after Earth Day, also offered a “Picnic for the Planet” which included burgers and sausages from local organic farms, and bread from a Utica bakery.  Twenty individuals participated in the event and filled six large, blue, Utica, bags to the top with trash.  The crew also separated out recyclables.  As if the beautiful weather, fellowship, and good food weren’t enough, the thumbs up, car honks, and words of “Thanks!” from the passing neighborhood residents made our day.  Thank you to all who participated and made this inaugural event a success.  Due to your help, Utica’s Eastside is a little cleaner.  We hope you will all join us next year!





Download UEM flyers at �HYPERLINK "http://www.uticaeastsidemission.org"�www.uticaeastsidemission.org� and share them with your church and friends.





UEM Successes





The children of the After-School Program have been on sixteen different field trips so far this school year.  


UEM hired two young-adult staff members for the After-School program, a community member and a Utica College student.


Christ Church Sherrill and Clinton UMC have been generous enough to send every single UEM child and youth to camp this coming summer


The UEM youth created a video and submitted it in the Upper New York Annual Conference video contest.
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Do you or your church feel called to support this Christ- filled program?





$50 Sponsor a day


$250 Sponsor  week


$1,000 Sponsor a month.





Sponsors will be recognized on the UEM website and receive a UEM After-School Program gift.


f you and/or your church would like to join into this covenant relationship you can make checks out to Utica Eastside Mission and write your sponsor level in the memo line.
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Rev. Sung Ho Lee, Superintendent, Mohawk District, UMC


Barbara Hoehn, Chair, member of Rome First UMC


Rev. Chris Kinnell, Vice-Chair, Pastor of Christ Church (Sherrill) UMC


Vicki Holmes, Treasurer, member of Rome First UMC


Ed Smith, Financial Secretary, member of Christ Church (Sherrill) UMC


Kathy Peters, Recording Secretary, member of Sauquoit Valley UMC














Sue Joans, Pastor of Asbury UMC, Utica


Joan Franz, member of Asbury UMC, Utica


Roger Cota, member of Asbury UMC, Utica


Rev. Marilyn Baissa, Pastor of Trinity (Whitesboro) UMC


Denise Cavanaugh, member of Trinity (Whitesboro) UMC


Rev. Karen Marshall, Pastor of Clinton UMC


Harry Drake, member of Christ Church (Sherrill) UMC








June, July, and August


Do you garden?  On Sundays during the months of July and August, we are going to offer a “Free Produce Store” to our friends and neighbors on the Eastside.  Drop off your produce excess between 2pm-4pm.





We are currently looking for volunteers to help with the UEM summer program.  Does your church offer a Vacation Bible School, and would you welcome the UEM kids as guests?  Do you have some evenings to help us transport the children to and from churches?  Would you like to offer a meal?  Contact the UEM office if you would like to participate.





Can you organize a school supply drive?  On the last day of our summer program, UEM will pass out school supplies to the kids in the neighborhood.  Drop off the items by August 25th. 





May


Rome First UMC and UEM volunteers will host a Community Meal and Health and Nutrition Information Event on May 14th at Asbury UMC in Utica.  If you would like to help out with this event, please contact the UEM office.





Do you have some time to give to a good cause?  Utica Eastside Mission in currently looking for additional board members and committee members.





 You do not have to become a board member to serve on a committee.  Board meetings are held every other month and committees schedule their own meetings in between scheduled board meetings.  UEM is specifically looking for  individuals to serve on the Public Relations/Fundraising and Programming committees.  If you are interested in any of these options please contact the UEM office.





Utica Eastside Mission Board of Directors





How can your church be involved?
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Calling all Volunteers!





May


2011











Utica Eastside Mission 932 Rutger St. Utica, NY 13501 315-292-1239 www.uticaeastsidemission.org





Utica Eastside Mission





Building bridges of understanding and support between churches, agencies, and cultural groups.











Utica Eastside Mission


932 Rutger St.


Utica, NY 13501











